survive war and decay, is to some extent random, to some extent an outcome of social and cultural construction. None the less, the surviving works of museum art represent potent cultural capital from which nations and the international community can draw to reinforce common notions of social justice and humanity. 5 For example, in a country that has suffered famine, such as Finland, the strong values embodied in the paintings of charity and social inclusion may have helped to reinforce their cross party policies of social welfare.
By the middle of the 19th century, one of the reasons for the departure from earlier ways of portraying the poor was that patronage of the arts had moved away from institutions like the church and state and was almost entirely in the hands of middle class patrons. 6 Such patronage apparently did not inhibit a broad range of political opinions, although "the progressive artist, in popular opinion, was considered almost as dangerous to society as was the radical or revolutionary politician." 7 Painters like Courbet and Daumier were imprisoned for their political acts and opinions. Daumier died in poverty, having never had a commission.
As the 19th century closed, painters were less interested in narratives and making the meaning in their paintings explicit; they became more interested in representing intimate personal emotions or changing perceptions of the nature of reality itself. As art lost its social subject matter it seemed to become more personal and private. 8 Realism of any kind, and especially social realism, became a marker of cultural backwardness in the 20th century. Nevertheless, the pictorial power of the 19th century artists who highlighted the experiences of the poor in Europe helped open the eyes of the public to the often terrible consequences of poverty. Many of these paintings created considerable controversy at the time as they were seen to challenge the social order. But they also highlighted that poverty has consequences for the rich. The strong humanism of these paintings reinforced national feelings of solidarity and social inclusion that led to the rise of the welfare states across Europe. Their prolific reproduction since-in posters, books, and postcards-may have helped to maintain the ties of civility and the idea that we share a common humanity with all people in society, regardless of our present social position.
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